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What Is A River?

A river is a large, natural 
stream of flowing water. 
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What Is A River?

River water may originate from 
glaciers or underground 
springs or lakes.



How Do Rivers Form?
Flowing water at higher elevation makes 
its way down through small creeks.

Different creeks may merge 
and form bigger streams.

Streams merge into larger 
rivers. Rivers gain additional 
water from rainfall.

At lower elevation rivers 
usually empty into large 
lakes, seas, or oceans.
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Rivers 
Support 
Complex 
Ecosystems
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An ecosystem is the 
complex of living 
organism (in a given area) 
and their (nonliving) 
physical environment.

What Is An Ecosystem?
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Understanding a particular ecosystem 
includes understanding how living 
things interact with each other and 
nonliving parts of their environment.

What Is An Ecosystem?



Healthy Rivers

● Are a source of freshwater
● Are home to thousands of freshwater species 
● Support populations of nearby land species
● Carry necessary nutrients and gasses that 

support lush vegetation and fertile farmland
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Pollution (trash or liquid waste) and 
physical structures that alter river 
flow decrease the health of rivers.

Pollution
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The video shares the 
story of young 
activist, Cash Daniels, 
working to protect 
the Tennessee River.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRb9-TvnSrE

