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What Is A River?

A river is a large, natural 
stream of flowing water. 
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How Do Rivers Form?
Flowing water at higher elevation makes 
its way down through small creeks.

Different creeks may merge 
and form bigger streams.

Streams merge into larger 
rivers. Rivers gain additional 
water from rainfall.

At lower elevation rivers 
usually empty into large 
lakes, seas, or oceans.
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Rivers 
Support 
Complex 
Ecosystems
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An ecosystem is the living 
things and nonliving 
things in an area.

What Is An Ecosystem?
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When you study an ecosystem you study 
how living things interact with each other 
and the nonliving parts of the environment.

What Is An Ecosystem?



Water

Flowers

Algae

Stones

Trees

Birds

Rocks

Turtles

Twigs

Frogs

Mud

Beavers

Parts Of A River 
Ecosystem

Classify each of the items in the list 
as a living thing or non-living thing.

Living Things Non-Living Things
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Living Things

Parts Of A River Ecosystem
Non-Living Things
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The video shares the 
story of young 
activist, Cash Daniels, 
working to protect 
the Tennessee River.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRb9-TvnSrE

